Abstract. The changes in Swedish education following the Bologna requirements resulted in the first Master's programmes in Library and Information Science. Two of them target information professionals working with digital resources and services and seeking to develop and update their knowledge. One programme is oriented to foreign students from all over the world, another to Swedish students. A Venn diagram illustrating the relationships among the elements of LIS was used to develop the curriculum for the international Master's programmes in Digital Libraries and Information Services. As this programme is delivered in distance learning mode there was a need to find ways of organizing the study process and deliver the study materials so that it suited this mode of education. The poster describes the content and design of the programme, as well as student reactions.
Background
The 'Bologna process', whereby higher education in Europe is coordinated within a common structure of degrees, is opening up opportunities for the development of new programmes. In Sweden, the existing structure of the Magister degree (a four-year undergraduate programme) was such that the development of specialisations was rather difficult. When the opportunity arose, the Swedish School of Library and Information Science (SSLIS -a joint institute of the University of Borås and Göteborg University), started developing both undergraduate and Master's programmes.
The School had offered distance learning versions of its Magister degree for many years and it was felt that a programme aimed at the further development of practising librarians would be most likely to attract students if offered in the distance mode. There was also a desire on the part of the University of Borås to attract more participation from overseas and the distance mode, particularly using e-learning, offered the possibility of attracting students from almost anywhere in the world.
One of the first programmes to be proposed under this framework is the Master's in Library and Information Science: direction Digital Library and Information Services. It is taught in English and offered through the University's e-learning platform, Ping Pong.
The programme was under development from 2004. The work started with a broad investigation of the competence requirements for this new area in Sweden [1] and with identifying the similar programmes developed elsewhere. As soon as the Digital Library Curriculum Project (http://curric.dlib.vt.edu/) was initiated by the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and Virginia Tech, SSLIS could also draw on their expertise, including evaluation of the programme presented here. SSLIS also followed the development of the ERASMUS MUNDUS project on International Digital Library Learning (DILL) that is run by Oslo University College, University of Parma and Tallinn University (http://dill.hio.no/).
In addition to the English language programme directed to a broad international community, SSLIS started working on a master's programme in Digital ServicesCulture, Information & Communication for Swedish students. What specifically characterises this work is the close collaboration between SSLIS and a number of partner organizations in the library field, including the National Library of Sweden, the Gothenburg municipal library, BTJ AB (a leading supplier of media services), the University of Borås library, and the Swedish Library Association. Collaboration will continue, and be broadened to additional organisations, when the programme is up and running. The strong element of collaboration with external organizations is also the reason why the planning of the programme receives generous support from the Swedish Knowledge Foundation.
This text introduces the elements of the SSLIS Master's programmes in Digital Libraries and Services.
Digital Library Elements: Programme Content
Libraries today are predominantly 'hybrid' libraries, with traditional storage of print materials and, increasingly, access to digital resources. These resources may be held by the library itself or may be freely accessible resources from elsewhere, or access provided by subscription to, for example, encyclopaedias and e-journals. Academic libraries are also involved in the development of institutional repositories for the storage and retrieval of the research outputs of academic members of staff. Some other institutions concentrate of digitization of cultural heritage. Fig. 1 . Venn diagram for library and information work [2] 
